
TechCast Weekly Radio Show - Tracking the Tech Revolution, with Prof. Bill 
Broadcasting to Silicon Valley, India, and other locations  

9 am-10 am PST, Noon – 3 pm EST, at 92.3 HD radio 

 

Program for Sept 1, 2011,   

 

The Tracking the Tech Revolution show explores how the Technology Revolution will rock your 

world. The hour-long show draws on interviews, call-ins, and Bill’s career-long exploration of the 

revolutionary powers of science and technology – “TechCasting.” Each show explores a tech topic 

using highlights of Prof. Bill’s work at www.TechCast.org – possibly the best forecasting system in the 

world. Bill interviews leading scientists, engineers, scholars, futurists, entrepreneurs, venture 

capitalists, CEOs, government officials, and others working on the cutting edge of innovation. The 

format is somewhere between an exciting online university course and a lively talk show, with Prof. 

Bill taking comments and questions throughout the hour.  

 

Introducing Professor Bill       

 William E. Halal is Emeritus Professor of Management, Technology, 

and Innovation at George Washington University, Washington, DC, 

and President of TechCast LLC (www.BillHalal.com). 

 In high school and college, Bill worked at theTRW machine shop, laid 

railroad track and brakeman for the Penn. Railroad, was a movie 

usher, paperboy, jr. engineer at Brown Rubber. 

 Served as a major in the US Air Force, aerospace engineer on Apollo, 

Silicon Valley business manager, Cal. State Gov’t. before academia. 

 Now in fifth career – President of TechCast LLC 

 

Why Bother?   

 Technology is the major force driving change: TV, PC, Internet, DNA, energy, etc. It is the 

foundation of societies and has pervasive impacts. 

 Collapse of USSR because Information Age too complex for planned economies. 

 Women’s Movement caused by modern home appliances, the Pill, white collar economy. 

 Companies track technologies for strategic decisions: Apple, Toyota, Netflix 

 Successful forecasts: Jules Verne - Moon landing, Arthur C. Clarke - satellites, Peter Drucker - 

knowledge economy. TechCast – Internet, Alternative Medicine, Aquaculture, etc. 

 Causes of forecasting failure Arthur C. Clarke – lack of vision and nerve 

  

http://www.techcast.org/
http://www.billhalal.com/


The TechCast system – www.TechCast.org 

 Editors and experts scan for trends to form background analysis.  Reduces uncertainty 30/40%  

 Always more uncertainty. 100 plus experts make estimates. Reduce uncertainty another 30-

40%   Remaining error about 30% 

 Annual accuracy study finds error band about +/- 3 years 10 years out. Tendency to optimism 

managed by added transparency. 

 

 



Macro-Forecasting Economic, Political & Social Change 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Future Shows 

Next 7 weeks: 

 Energy & Environment 

 Information Technology 

 E-Commerce 

 Manufacturing & Robotics  

 Medicine & Biogenetics 

 Transportation 

 Space 
 
Critical issues in successive shows  

 

 The Global MegaCrisis 

 Knowledge and Intelligence 

 Institutional Change 

 Consciousness 

 Etc.   
 


